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CURATOR AND PROFESSOR
DIVISION OF INVEREBRATE ZOOLOGY

HIGHEST DEGREE EARNED
Ph.D.

AREA OF SPECIALIZATION
Systematics, paleontology, evolution of insects; amber fossils; structure of biological
communities

EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE

B. Sc. University of Connecticut, 1979

M.Sc. in Evolutionary Biology, State University of New York, Binghamton 1983
Ph.D. in Entomology, Cornell University, 1986

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE IN DOCTORAL EDUCATION

TEACHING

Adjunct Professor, City University of New York (Graduate Program in Ecology and
Evolutionary Biology), 1988-present

Adjunct Professor, Cornell University (Department of Entomology), 1994-present

Adjunct Professor, Columbia University (Department of Ecology, Evolution, and
Environmental Biology), 1995-present

CLASSES

City University of New York (CUNY), Evolution and Systematics of Insects and
Arachnids (1991, 1995, 2004)

Cornell University, Insect Systematics (1993)

Columbia University, Insect Diversity (1998, 2000, 2001, 2003, 2005, 2007)

DocTORAL ADVISEES

Sara Lubkin, Cornell (2006)
Craig Gibbs, CUNY (present)
Torsten Dikow, Cornell (2007)

MASTER’S DEGREE COMMITTEES
Jeffrey Cook, Rutgers (1994)
Julian Stark, CUNY (1995)

DocTORAL DISSERTATION COMMITTEES

Saskia Waters, Univ. Witwatersrand, as outside examiner (1992)
Rudolf Meier, Cornell (1997)

Amy Berkov, CUNY (1998)

Rick Baker, Yale (1999)



Valerie Schawaroch, CUNY (2000)
Celeste Durando, CUNY (2000)
Djunijanti Peggie, Cornell (2001)
Caroline Chaboo, Cornell (2005)
Sara Lubkin, Cornell (2006)

Craig Gibbs, CUNY (present)
Torsten Dikow, Cornell (2007)

POST-DOCTORAL STUDENTS

David Yeates (1992-1994)

Rudolf Meier (1996-1997)

Frank Réschmann (1997-1998)
Vladimir Blagoderov (1999-2001)
Valerie Schawaroch (2000-present)
Enrique Penalver (2004-2006)
Jessica Ware (present)

RESEARCH

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Diversity, fossil record, and evolution of insects; fossilization in amber; Drosophila and the
nature of species; biological communities; extinction and environmental deterioration.

COLLECTION STEWARDSHIP

Development of large collection of amber fossils through acquisitions and fieldwork
including 8,000 specimens of amber fossils from the Miocene of the Dominican
Republic and Oligocene of Mexico; 1,500 specimens of Eocene Baltic amber; and
approximately 4000 specimens from the Cretaceous of New Jersey, Lebanon, and
Burma (Myanmar).

Curation and research on 3,000 specimens of fossil insects from the Lower Cretaceous
Santana Formation of Brazil, donated by Herbert Axelrod.

Databasing (text and image) of amber and Santana Formation collections.

Development of largest and most diverse collection of Drosophilidae (Diptera) in the
world, ¢. 300,000 specimens and 2,000 species, through field work and
acquisitions.

TRAVEL

Entomological Field work: Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Fiji, French
Guiana, New Caledonia, Panama, Peru, Republic of South Africa, Tanzania, United
States (Arizona, Arkansas, Eastern U.S., Florida, Georgia), Venezuela, Vietnam, Virgin
Islands (British and U.S.).

Geological excavations: Alabama, Alaska, Dominican Republic, India, New Jersey,
Washington, Wyoming.



Work in major museums: U.S. National Museum of Natural History (Smithsonian
Institution); The Natural History Museum, London; Zoological Institute of the Humboldt
University, Berlin; Zoological Museum of the University of Copenhagen; Paleontological
Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow; Australian Museum, Sydney;
Queensland Museum, Brisbane; Bernard Price Institute, University of the Witwatersrand,
Johannesburg; Canadian National Collection, Ottawa; Museum of Comparative Zoology,
Harvard Univ.; California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco; Bernice Bishop
Museum, Honolulu.

RESEARCH GRANT SUPPORT

NON-FEDERAL FUNDING

Private Donations from Mr. Robert G. Goelet, Dr. Herbert Axelrod, and others
National Geographic Society

Niarchos Award (AMNH)

FEDERAL GRANTS
5 National Science Foundation grants, from 1988 to present.
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION/AWARDS
Thomas Say Award of the Entomological Society of America, 2007, for outstanding
contributions to insect systematics.



